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statesmanlike course, and, trusting to the distance of the colony
from France, he suggested and sanctioned two decrees, by one
of which all resolutions taken by the Colonial Assembly of
the Mauritius and assented to by the governor were to have
the force of law within the island, and by the other all laws
passed by any legislative authority in France had to be sub-
mitted to the Colonial Assembly, which was to assume the
power of sanctioning or adjourning their application to the
colony. By this prudent but almost treasonable measure,
the decrees of May 15, 1791, April 4, 1792, and 16 PluviOse,
Year II. (February 4, 1794) were quietly suppressed, and all
danger of an insurrection of the slaves averted in the island
of Mauritius. When the news of the overthrow of the
monarchy and of the proclamation of the Republic arrived,
Malartic accepted the accomplished fact, and made no attempt
to hoist the white flag or to maintain the supremacy of the
Bourbons. On March 12, 1793, two deputies were elected to
the Convention for the colony, one of whom, Gouly, the
secretary of the Colonial Assembly, played an important part
in France as a deputy on mission and as a Thermidorian. The
news of the execution of the king and of the democratic
measures adopted by the Convention greatly excited the
soldiers in the garrison, who had not forgotten the expulsion
of their leaders,1 the poorer class of whites and the half-castes,
who established in the capital a democratic club, in imitation
of the Jacobin Club, whch was called the " Chaumikre," and
had branches in every town in the island. Malartic wisely
prevented the wealthy colonists from interfering with this
club; and persuaded them to wait the course of events, instead
of putting the island into confusion by open opposition. For
about a year, the Chaumi&re club contented itself with talking
about liberty and equality, planting trees of liberty, wearing
red caps, and aping what they heard was done by the sans-
culottes of Paris, but in the middle of 1794 it suddenly deter-
mined to play a part in politics. It persuaded the governor-
general to send one hundred of the members on a government
1 Vol. i. p. 528.